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Abstract: Chinese character “搽” can be hardly found before Song Dynasty. But since Song, it is often used in works of colloquial 
styles, such as Zen books, Yuan verse, and fictions of the Ming and Qing dynasties. And “搽” is studied here from etymological approach. 
It is found that “塗” is the origin of “搽” and the latter is a misprint of the former. 
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